
Village of Homer Planning Board
Public Hearings & Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday April 23, 2025- 6:30 PM

Village Offices – 31 North Main Street – Homer, NY
Board Members (*absent)                                  Others Present

 Donald Ferris- Chair
 Michael Pollak                                           Dan Egnor, Village Clerk

 Ashley Neiderman*                                    Fran Casullo, Village Lawyer
Jessica Schifilliti                                       Kevin McMahon Village Code Officer
Paula Harrington                                      Pat Clune Village of Homer Mayor
Applicants/Public Present

Patrick Race
Jennah Compagni

Chairman Don Ferris called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.
Danielle Marie Lewis & Patrick W. Race, Applicant/Reputed Owner – 12 Franklin St.-TM#66.65-01-40.000: Zoned R-2 District. In-Home Occupation, Site Plan Review. Change of use application Section 228-12C(2). Patrick presented in February but had to revise his plans. Patrick revised his hours and parking to help with the traffic concerns of the Board. He made the hours more for weekend time. Fran reported that County Planning has approved the sign design for a home occupation in accordance with the Village code. The Board wants to know if the Village Code for home occupation meets the business of the tackle shop. Member Pollak would like to have the motion define resale limits. No SEQRA required.
With everyone heard who wished to be heard, Chair Ferris moved to the Board Discussion.

Member Pollak made a motion to approve the application with a stipulation that the business is primarily used for fish bait and resale of tackle limits to 30%. The sign needs to meet the County Planning recommendations. The motion was seconded by Member Schifilliti, with the vote recorded as follows:
               Ayes:   Chair Ferris

                          Member Harrington
                          Member Schifilliti            
                            Member Pollak
Abstain: None   Nays: None
Motion carried.

Jennah Compani, Applicant/Reputed Owner – 6 North West St.- TM #66.72-02-16.000: Zoned R-2 District. Change of use from Business to Mercantile application Section 228-14 B(1). Member Pollak asked for the definition of mercantile. Kevin McMahon said it is a change in occupancy/use of building it will trigger a site plan. Jennah is planning to open a shop to sell Italian and Mexican food. Sales would be 60% imported and 40% local items.  Chair Ferris asked if she could answer more questions on the SEQRA. Jennah does not own the building and asked the owner to help answer any of the questions not answered. The County Planning Board sent the Village Board request back March 13, 2025, stating has no impact and the Village Planning Board can ask for a full review. Chair Ferris asked the Board if there were any questions for the applicant. Member Harrington is concerned about trash removal plans. Jennah will have a regular garbage pickup on an existing site at the building’s address. Jennah will use the existing sign on the building.   
With everyone heard who wished to be heard, Chair Ferris moved to the Board Discussion.

Member Schifilliti made a motion to approve the change of use from Business to Mercantile. The motion was seconded by Member Harrington, with the vote recorded as follows:
               Ayes:   Chair Ferris

                          Member Harrington            

                                        Member Pollak

                          Member Schifilliti  
Abstain: None   Nays: None
Motion carried.

Pat Clune asked to confirm the remaining dates for the Planning Board.  Chair Ferris reasoned that the meetings for 2025 are on the fourth Wednesday of the month when needed. Pat reminded the Board that the meeting date in November and December is the day before the Holidays.  November and December dates will be the third Wednesday of the month for Planning Board meetings.  Pat asked what Board member needs a copy of the Comprehensive Plan.
Approval of Minutes – February 26, 2025 and March 26, 2025, a motion was made by Member Harrington to approve the Minutes of the Public Hearing/Meeting, as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Member Pollak, with the vote recorded as follows:

              Ayes:    Chair Ferris

                          Member Harrington



                          Member Schifilliti            

                            Member Pollak

Nays: None   Abstain: None

Motion carried. 

Adjournment

At 7:05 PM, a motion was made by Member Harrington to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Member Pollak, with all those present voting in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maureen Hoy Account Clerk
                                                              

