
Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

July 22, 2025

6:02 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor Patrick Clune presiding.  

Members present:                                          Mayor, Patrick Clune





           Deputy Mayor/Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath 
                   



           Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 





           Trustee, Elizabeth Arnold 
                                                                       Trustee Ed Porter
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Francis Casullo Village Attorney, Bob Pitman Village Police Chief, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Reed Cleland Cortland County Legislator, Sydney Lee Cortland Standard and Jack Eves Homer Radio X101.
VILLAGE OF HOMER

PUBLIC HEARING

July 22, 2025

PUBLIC HEARING #1:
The hearing is being held for the purpose of hearing public comments on the Village’s community development needs, and to discuss the possible submission of one or more Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) applications for the 2025 funding year. The CDBG program is administered by the New York State Office of Community Renewal (OCR) and will make funds available to eligible local governments for housing; economic development; including microenterprise assistance for businesses with five or fewer individuals including the owner(s); public facilities; public infrastructure; and planning activities, with the principal purpose of benefitting low/moderate income persons. The hearing will provide further information about the CDBG program and will allow for citizen participation in the development of any proposed grant applications and/or to provide technical assistance to develop alternate proposals. Comments on the CDBG program or proposed project(s) will be received at this time. The hearing is being conducted pursuant to Section 570.486, Subpart I of the CFR and in compliance with the requirements of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended. With no questions the Public Hearing is now closed. 

       Trustee Finkbeiner likes that this has helped Homer in many ways.  On Motion by Trustee McGrath to accept this resolution for the Village, Seconded by Trustee Arnold- all ayes.
Minutes Trustee Porter made a Motion to approve the minutes of July 8, 2025, Seconded by Trustee Arnold- all ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, to pay the following bills for fiscal year 2025-2026– all ayes.
· A Fund -Vouchers                     # 479-531                  $80,511.93
· F&G -Vouchers                         # 141-157                  $61,202.03
· TA -Vouchers                             # 12

       $1,498.19
Privilege of the Floor: Reed from the Cortland County Legislature stopped by to give some good news.  A broadband project has been approved by the County and will improve internet connections for the Village.  Dwyer Park Project is complete and ready for use.
Old Business: Linear Park package has passed through Parks and is in Albany. The reimbursement of $240,000.00 is on track to be paid by September. Salt Shed is moving forward and estimated payment before September.  Simulator is in the process of reimbursement.
New Business: 
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve easement with National Grid at the Southern end of the Linear Park as written, Seconded by Trustee Arnold- all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee Arnold to approve Smart Growth Comp Plan Update RFP for a grant consultant, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes.
On Motion by Trustee McGrath to accept the July Dog Report as written, Seconded by Trustee Arnold- all ayes.

The Mayor had Chief Riley discuss the replacement of 511 and 501 Fire Trucks at the July 8th meeting and make some smart choices to be cost effective for the Village.  On Motion by Trustee Porter to approve the Homer Fire Department contract with Premier Fire Apparatus for the purchase of a Mini Pumper at the cost of $520,798.00, Seconded by Trustee Arnold- all ayes. 
The Mayor wants to make sure people are aware of the difference between LED and Billboards. The Town of Homer is looking at billboards’ signage along Rt 81.  The Village of Homer deals with LED signage for just the Village area.  
Attorney: Nothing at this time.
Comments by Board Members: 
Trustee Arnold would like to have electric recharge station updated. There are companies out there to do the updating, and she will get the information and cost for future discussions.  She has spoken to the Cortland Standard about putting the Village information and events.
Trustee Porter toured the Fire Department and looked at the trucks that are being replaced. The Holiday in Homer looks like it was a success for the Village. 

Trustee Finkbeiner the River Trail is still in his thoughts, but the cost is prohibitable.  He had was wondering if the DPW and volunteers could work together and create a woodchip trail on the half mile owned by the Village. The dog park is still on his docket.

Trustee McGrath the Village is just a bustle with all the events going on from Holiday in Homer, Thursday movies, Basketball Tournament and Music on the Green. Homer is the place to be.
Mayor, Durkee Park needs to be updated in the future and would like to see the Rec Committee check and see what can be improved.  The broadband needs to be set up by 2026. The Rt 90 garage sales are this weekend.  Congressman Mannion is sponsoring a Senior Fair at the Homer Jr High School on August 14th 10-1. Dee St. and Hastings Court is moving forward. National Night Out will be Tuesday August 5th from 4-9pm.  No parking signs will be put up on the South side of Cayuga St. for the Rt 90 Sales.
Questions from the Media: Sydney (Cortland Standard) wanted to know the new name of the Linear Park and at this point the Mayor has no name. 
Jack wanted to know how long the surveys are available. The Mayor said the last day will be August 1st.
Executive Session: 
          On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105 Section D. discussions regarding proposed, pending or current litigation; and F. the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation; Seconded by Trustee Arnold at 6:37 P.M.- All ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Porter the Board exited Executive session at 7:34 P.M. All ayes. 

On Motion to adjourn by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee Porter at 7:35 PM-All ayes.







Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

