

Village of Homer Board of Trustees Meeting

April 22, 2025

6:00 p.m.    
The Regular Meeting of the Village of Homer Board of Trustees was held remotely via zoom and in person at the Homer Town Hall at 31 North Main St. with Mayor Patrick Clune presiding.  

Members present:                                                    Mayor, Patrick Clune






         Deputy Mayor/Trustee, Elizabeth McGrath 
                   




         Trustee, Edward Finkbeiner 






         Trustee, Elizabeth Arnold (absent)
         Trustee Ed Porter
Also, present were Village Clerk Dan Egnor, Francis Casullo Village Attorney, Bob Pitman Village Police Chief, Jay Riley Village of Homer Fire Chief, Andrew Pierce Recreation Director, Reed Cleland Cortland County Legislator, Kevin Smith Homer Voice, Jack Eves Homer Radio X101.
Minutes Trustee Finkbeiner made a Motion to approve the minutes of April 8, 2025 with the correction to Melissa Marshall duties to include bank transactions at the First National Bank of Dryden, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner, to pay the following bills for fiscal year 2025-2026– all ayes.
· A Fund -Vouchers                     # 106-177                  $317,803.64
· F&G -Vouchers                         # 34-55                      $8,838.94
· TA -Vouchers                            # 5-6

       $17,212.96
Privilege of the Floor: Reed wanted to thank the Homer Fire Department for the invitation to the 2025 Installation Dinner. Reed has some news from Cortland County Legislators. Amnesty day credit for the Village land fill cost, there will be no smoking on Cortland County property and possibly appointing a new director to the Office of the Aging.  The County will have a vote to implement a hiring freeze till June 30, 2025. The warming area in Cortland will be closing this week due to warming temperatures and loss of funding. Trustee Finkbeiner asked about the budget deficit for next year and was wondering if there is a plan to alleviate the losses. Reed will work with Department Heads to make sure services can be accommodated to the budget.
Old Business: 
There has been an adjustment to The Salt Shed application and Linear Park.
New Business: 
On Motion by Trustee McGrath to approve ProNexus Contingency Treasure search agreement, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee McGrath to approve Homer Fire Department banner for the Field Day Event, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve the hire of Rhonda Warner as a Crossing Guard Substitution for the Village, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve the sponsorship of WXHC’s Homer Music Festival, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes.

On Motion by Trustee McGrath to approve the Town-Village of Homer agreement of a one-time payment of $10,000.00 for Fire Department truck once the truck is purchased, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes. 
On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve closing account X2468 at the First National Bank of Dryden and set funds for another purpose, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes. 

Resolution to Declare No Mow May for 2025
WHEREAS, plants of all types including food crops, gardens, trees and others depend on pollinators to reproduce; AND 

WHEREAS, pollinators have been under significant anthropogenic pressure in recent years resulting in significant decline; AND 

WHEREAS, early spring is a time of vulnerability for pollinators as they emerge from hibernation and food sources are scarce; AND 

WHEREAS, residential yards can be an important stopgap nectar source for pollinators if left to grow naturally during this critical period; AND 

WHEREAS, lawn mowing removes flowers from violets, dandelions, and other flowering lawn plants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Homer declares the month of May, 2025 as No Mow May and invites homeowners to register their properties to participate by pledging not to mow in the month of May; AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 

That the Village of Homer Code Department is directed to not issue citations during the month of May, 2025 for lawn height for properties which are enrolled in the No Mow May program by May 6, 2025 through the Village of Homer Offices.
 On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve No Mow May for 2025 and resolution, Seconded by Trustee McGrath- all ayes. 

The Mayor is asking for a workshop on zoning in the Village to move forward on the LED signage. 
Village Financial are moving forward slowly and working with ProNexus to resolve posting and coding errors. The Village will apply for an extension of the AFR through NY State.
Attorney: None at this time.
Comments by Board Members: 
Trustee Finkbeiner nothing at this time.
Trustee McGrath missed the Easter egg hunt and the Fire Department Dinner this year. Thanks to the Recreation Department for all the work along with the Cortland State Women’s basketball team for the help in filling the eggs. 
Trustee Porter is there any news about the DRI projects. The Mayor has a meeting with the State representative next week to discuss the process and move forward. 
The Mayor thanked Jay for a successful Installation Dinner and Chief Pitman for your participation. Reminder that if residents have items in front of ZBA and Planning Board you are required to attend the meetings, or the action will be tabled. Before you dig, please call 811 to have power, phone and gas lines marked. Arbor Day is April 25th. Jane Hall uses the Community Garden to grow vegetables that are donated to food pantry and is asking to have her fees deferred. On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner to approve to defer the fee of four Community Garden plots, Seconded by Trustee Porter- all ayes.  There is a new ID-BDC Director, Melanie Velardi. 
Questions from the Media: Nothing at this time.
On Motion by Trustee McGrath, the Board entered Executive session, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, Section C. information relating to current or future investigation or prosecution of a criminal offense which would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed;  Section D. discussions regarding proposed, pending or current litigation;  section F. the medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation; Section H. the proposed acquisition, sale or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of securities, or sale or exchange of securities held by such public body, but only when publicity would substantially affect the value thereof.  
Seconded by Trustee Finkbeiner at 6:39 P.M.- All ayes.

On Motion by Trustee Finkbeiner, Seconded by Trustee McGrath the Board exited Executive session at 7:04 P.M. All ayes. 

On Motion to adjourn by Trustee McGrath, Seconded by Trustee Porter at 7:04 PM-All ayes.
Respectfully Submitted,







Maureen Hoy, Account Clerk

