

Village of Homer Zoning Board of Appeals

Public Hearings & Meeting Minutes - Thursday, 27 April – 6:30 PM
Village Offices – 31 North Main Street – Homer, NY

Board Members                            (*absent)                Others Present

 Adam Clifford, Chair                                                        Dan Egnor, Village Clerk

 Patricia Pollak                                                                  Tanya DiGennaro, Village Treasurer
Daniel Zech                                                                     Dante Armideo (zoom)
Ruth Lewis

Michael Harter 

Applicants/Public Present
Linda & John Hartsock, Joe Cortese
Chairman Adam Clifford opened the Public Hearing.
Appeal #500
Joe Cortese/Center for the Arts, Development Director/Applicant – 72 South Main St. - TM #76.26-01-30.000 – To erect a sign board showing the history of the Cardiff Giant. 
Chair Clifford recognized the applicant, who is seeking to erect 4 signs for a total measurement of 21sq.ft. with the history of the Cardiff Giant. The Center for the Arts is asking for a variance due to the total square feet is larger than what is allowed. The code- Article III: 228-219(B)(L)-states one sign measuring 3sq.ft. area could be on a structure.
Linda and John Hartsock would like to support the signs and see the importance of the educational information on the signs.   
With everyone heard who wished to be heard, Chair Clifford moved to the Board Discussion
Board Discussion/Decisions

Appeal #500: Joe Cortese/Center for the Arts, Development/Applicant–72 South Main St. - TM #76.26-01-30.000 – To erect a sign board showing the history of the Cardiff Giant, Article III: 228-219(B)(L).

Member Lewis asked why the code was not followed when making the sign. Joe responded that first he was not aware of a code for signs, 2nd he wanted to hide the heat pumps outside the building and at the same time highlight the Giant. 
Chair Clifford stated that the board needs to review the reason why the applicant needs the variance to the code. The size of the signs is appropriate to the display and are not an eyesore and should not be an automatic denial.  Members Pollak and Lewis believe the signs are excessively big for historical Homer and they would like to see the Center for the Arts reduce the size. The Planning Board is the lead agency on the signs and no SEQRA is needed.
1. Would there be an undesirable change in neighborhood character or a detriment to nearby properties?


Finding: No- all Board members present agreed. 
2. Can the benefit be achieved by other means feasible to the applicant?


Finding: No-Harter, Zech, Clifford     Yes- Pollak, Lewis
3. Is the requested variance substantial?


Finding: Yes- all Board members present agreed.
4. Would the variance have an adverse impact on the physical or environmental

conditions in the neighborhood?


Finding: No-all Board members present agreed.

5. Has the alleged difficulty been self-created?


Finding: Yes- all Board members present agreed.
A motion was made by Member Harter to grant the variance for the signs at Center for the Arts, as requested.  The motion was seconded by Member Zech, with the vote recorded as follows:

Ayes:
Chair Clifford                Nays:
Member Lewis & Member Pollak 

Member Harter 



Member Zech
                                                                   Abstain: None
Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes –  31 January,  2023
With no discussion, a motion was made by Chair Harter to approve the Minutes of the 31 January, 2023 Public Hearing/Meeting, as submitted. The motion was seconded by Member Zech, with the vote recorded as follows:


Ayes:
Chair Clifford
Nays:
None

Member Zech



Member Lewis



Member Harter
Abstain:
None

Member Pollak



Motion carried.

Adjournment

At 7:05 PM, a motion was made by Chair Clifford to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Member Zech, with all those present voting in favor.
Respectfully Submitted,

Maureen Hoy Account Clerk
                                                                  

